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The Role of Altered Extracellular Matrix Stiffness in Occurrence
and Development of Hepatocellular Carcinoma
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Abstract; Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is a malignant disease that seriously endangers human health. The
stiffness of the extracellular matrix (ECM) in liver is increasing in the occurrence and development of HCC. In
recent years, studies on the role of biomechanical factors in HCC have shown that the increase of ECM stiffness
plays an important role in the occurrence and development of HCC. This article mainly reviewed the changes of
ECM stiffness as well as the causes of such changes in the occurrence and development of HCC, and the effect
of increased ECM stiffness on HCC-associated cells and the mechanotransduction therein, so as to provide new
ideas and directions for the clinical treatment of HCC.
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Ko w12 W i e e, DA RS 3 RO IESE I, [
AR R BT 2 ) 41 JT 9], BE TSR B 39 T, X
T I T AR R R SR R T e
52 2% WIS W R ME LA BB X AN (] 288 U A B 1 i
ST IE AT R A R TR YT B R A e TS
% B R REM S oA RWARSF e
Y1 9% (hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC) J2& % & WL Y
—FhE RV I, B 225 R e R R st
AR, PR ER, T 90% HCC B B HFAF
WAL S RE AL (B Rl . HCC W& 24 B R H %
TG PRI R B 2T 2 Ak R Ak 75 38 JHF 988 19 2o A
FESCEL R, FFALZL N ECM ()38 5% W1 B AS W3
FHHAHZL ECM J5 J5 9 2 1) 38 fin -5 19 1) ¢ A
Jr Z (A7 AE 25 DI IE 22 o 55 I BE R 8 R 452 1T &
RANBE (hepatic stellate cell, HSC) | i 41 Bt 55 92
FHICHI LAY Z2 Fh A= W24 0 #ETTHRESh HCC /Y& AR
KRN T i ECM 3 NI B AR I A R R
A ] & A= AR 4k, DL K ECM 25 J5t W B 38 -5 i
Jes ¥ JR 2[R0 AR AR D B LR R A Bl T 5 T B
FRYT TBL

1 FFE#HETEHR ECM NI ERNTL R
HAT, i N B R 2 M8 AR X HCC kA4

x1 FERAFEAEENGIHLTFERSFERSTHFARERNE

KB FE AT ECM A4 3 J5 I BE R A7 T R
Wk Fsf L R R E AR I R L3z T g
FRAR B DL 00 Ik 2 95 1) 8 ST A Bt £ 4R 4L
SRR YT AL, B BRI G K2 Wi (., DLk, R
LR P A R D SR ARt T R
B B A, 55 A0, R R 0 S B e R DL
XTI 2300 R 0 356 5 W AT A I ( L3R 1)
TN B A B AR X A F A [8) 98 & A % e
B B 118 N 5k 3h S R I Ik 2 0 1) R I ) B AT
W, R R 7 B R (BRE SR ED) A4S A
B R IE AL 2UR A F 9 2 A R R Y BE (B
FEIF R e dede a4 E ) /I 4200 2 T
Il 2 BI4E 0. 113~ 1. 130 kPa #1 0. 19~6. 00 kPa
YT o TR ) AR (BT 4T ) 45
B B IE B AL SURAL T 98 A kT B BRI
JH2H 2301 2 T W 43 3 7E 0. 14 ~ 0. 22 MPa #il
0.25~0.40 MPa JE[EI N, R BT 5 B4R 55 3k
12 AR ARG I B A 0 A5 19 1F 41203 57 NI A
3.5~6.7 kPa, TMiAb T % 2 -9 B Be i 21 200
LW EE N AE 4.8 ~44. 4 kPa JL N, AEFSE
N5 1) 56 I T 3 A 0 22 S A D D RO SR R Y
R B AR AR I 2 B [R] DA B G 0 e A () 22 5 4
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Tab.1 The matrix stiffness of liver in the physiological or pathological state which detected by using different methods A7 . kPa
YrFh 7 R LORIIDIRzS TEH FA Ji 58 JFEr 4tk JFg Ak JHF-9 2% 3k
3 5 e PEI 48 3.22+0. 61 [10]
ARTPGAE 1 B 15 2.3+0.39
AN WY ZRNTFR G AFM (BRARED) 1. 13+0. 26 2.5%2.22
J R A A MR A 58 2.2420. 41
G 3.05+0. 46
A KX 5 AFM (HETUHRED) 183+48 411+63 456+95 [11]
ccl, AFM (3R EVRAL) 0.15 2 [12]
/N
DDC 6
PN DEN AFM ( HERIRED) 180+40 250 +60 390+60 420+70 [13]
KE DEN+NMOR AFM (BRTUERE) 0.113£0.06  0.19+0.16  0.245+0.190  0.79+0.43  1.65+0. 87 [14]
N AR ZTIRTRIG TR TE 10.9+8. 4 24.9+19.5 [15]
A TR BT 955 B TE 3.5~4.9 4.8~18.6 15.4~28.0 [16]
A KX MRE 2.20+0. 31 5.80+2. 57 [17]
K ccl, 2D-SWE 5.3~6.7 6.1~11.6 [18]

. CCl, : PUGEALHK ; DDC . 3,5- R 3 -1,4- A = HHtIE ; DEN . - ZFE VARG ; NMOR : N—3E il FE M wbk . AFM . J5LF 7 S 34085 ; TE . kAt

M LS MRE « R 3R HR 3 AR 5 2D-SWE : 4Rl I P %
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2 BHESEDS ECM NI EEmeEE

TE HCC &4 & it #i b ECM 4% 241 73 1Y K &
B BT 20 ECMJE 5T W B2 38 i i — A E 22
JELEA 25T 52 1) B SR 4 | TN TS BT IR D s 22
S5 S PR 3R R b R I TE 4B S A A T
RER AR IR T I S % 0 B IR 1 1 SR R B . TR IX
RAEEE T, Kupffer 41, SR A07 40 MR 52 4 5
£ 0 457 441 A K o 43 8 1 A S AT 22 -13 (linterleukin- 13,
IL-13) | IL-21 ., %% 4k 4 K [ F ( transforming  growth
factor-B, TGF-B ) SF AN T, I S AR 40 ffa >
At B ST A 240 D | TR) 5 5 240 B A5 A 2 Ak
111K P AL BT A 240 207 i b ol H R i 40
WL I IV AL SR Y DL R R R E R AR
U PR 4 ECM 4157, 515 ECM TR, #
e AL

ECM #4173 Z [A) i3 A2 et 2 512 ECM 4k
Jo P Ty — A E B AT s RS R
Pk S AL (lysyloxidase , LOX) ZK % i) i & 3235 &5
B ECM T 4E A0 RS BT I 32 (0 4 a1 2 g 1)
WS R B, BT R B, R T A0 (liver
cancer stem cells, LCSCs) EM% #1143 LOX, fi2 it
L RS IRt i S BB , T ) 3 e B B T PR e F
(1 s BE T BE AR B 2 A SRR 18 2
YA G0 75 AR A% 98 i 3 4 v i 2 15 S A 1l K
TR IR ZR3E N B D A8 A2 3k, T 4 = ECML 1Y)
WIEE , i b P A5

3 BB EIG AN TR 1R 5K 4H AR B S 0

JHF9EE A R SR v EC M 5 5t W B ()38 Jn 8 D11 5%
Wi 5 FFF 2 R 200 L %) 938 L BT 96 4 M L LCSCs 1Y 31
B A L Bz -[8] 5E J5t 4% 46 ( epithelial-mesenchymal
transition, EMT) 88 £ 9122170, A W58 kB, 3L 5
ML B 184 i 25 3l 3k RhoA (TR HSCs, #E i JIT 41 4k
TR AR5 R, BT NI EE ) 16 0 5 3 2o
{% ERK 2 PKB/ Akt {5 538 %, LA M3l id 42 iz %
A 1 ( ubiquitin domain-containing protein 1,
UBTD 1) 7z Z ALK, B0E YAP {5538 i, {2 f
IR AN 58 2 B AR 0 T 980 440 6 7 4,
5 P (1 1 23 A LR RS . W Y S R
B 7E S L NI (16 kPa) H, BF9E 41 B AY Integrin

B1/a5/INK/c-JUN {5 & il P& 900G , LOXL2 | £F i%
HH 4R E F B 9 (matrix metalloproteinase 9,
MMP9) (1IR3 T, HH A2 32 P9 240 L 26 % T i B
BB, Dong 2515 % 9 i 3L FR W E (16 kPa)
REfS 38 of B BK & A 5 19 85 45 & B 1 S100A11
(S100 calcium-binding protein A11, S100A11) JiX 5
ff EAZ B IR ] F elF4E ( eukaryotic translation
initiation factor 4E | elF4E) B L1 TGF B1 H 43
X 3 255518 MRS Snail BTN ST A S RN
ML&A: EMT, e i A% H . WFo R U], 555 W B2 1Y
Hafn4zid st PTEN/PI3K/ Akt {5 S B%EL YAP {55
T % BT R AN X 2 R R 25 W T 24 e
FyS A —J5 i, BE LAY ECM BE % BEL AT G0 %8 41
ML P 9 1 7 B 5 4 L AR 8 4 L v ) i e
=, 0T R 1Y S e 05 o, A i HCC i
}%’[7,37] .

LCSCs J2& i h—Fh B A IR RE 1 F 401k
T 1 e A M B AT R T U R B R TR RS
MR, You %6 5T J2 TR, It 25 35 Joit I 32 119
BN (6 kPa 3 % 16 kPa) , T J& 40 ig b CD133/
EpCAM" 48 g % kb ] I F+, H CD133, EpCAM il
Nanog 25 T-HEIL R ik EiH, Li Z0°Y wsr &M,
ML BT (72.2 kPa) H 35 5% Y LCSCs 5 O i
(7.7 kPa) hEFFRAGAH LG, A0 YAP 155 38 % ok
WO, TR A R GR K B, B S Z 0 S
J2&, Tian 257 FFITIN R, FE R (5.9 kPa) K5 5%
LCSCs, FERSAE #E L Oct-4, Sox-2, CXCR4 , CD133 %
T3 PR 1 2% 3k DL R BG40 e ) % . Ng
20T BF 5T IN A, CD133" JIF8 T 40 i £ 3 5t T 99
ECM, £ [ 5 Ja T2 B ) 0 1 2k 5T W) B 1) i 3A
BE, VA s AR5 5 F B 00 T PR A 250 . Fe Ot
AL UL FE 5T W RE X LCSCs TP i 82 A1 A 1 iff— 25
W, TR R A 5T 45 R P s Y e R A AT R IR
TRETTRNBE LA 0 F A PR 38 Gn 58 5 A R A 28
FLBRRE RS

4 FHEERFERNENSHNESES

FE HCC KA & i R vh | JF98 400 M 25 B AF 5%
NI RE % 38 1 Integrin-FAK AH 5 {5 518 #% . Hippo-
YAP/TAZ H /55 i  Rho-ROCK #5615 53 i
FLKME BT IE S T B TR AR
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R A AR S 5 e 5 o AR AR 5 (R R A
FEA L R R TR HCC AR,
4.1 Integrin-FAK #HX{E 5B

IR A (integrin) XHFRAREEEE  JEH o T
LA B I A SR AR ECM 3 NI
IR 1 A5 S 2l R AF ECM 44, B
16 A AR RS b 5 A e 2 g3 B Y R IR 1 A2 AR
P22 B 1255 R B R S s, R
G RIERAE | A e 33K K - 1 B3R E TR g2
FIEE S 2 PS5 58, Friedland 2 BF5Y
UESE, ECM I BE B 38 N RE A8 BTG R 1 osB, X
— 2 T N AZ AR 2 2 B O I AR % T i
FAK BIBERRALIEA TN B J1 225 5 S, Ge S5
5T R, BIKE M o7 SR L HCC G975 Hl5 2
ZIRAFAEAR S i Hete— 2 B 5 e BE, S B3R
o7 REBEIM T PTK2/PI3K/ Akt 15538 4% 41425 9 41
MLy 3 B 8 T O T M R A, AR, Juratli
I S SR A0 M B A K A AR 28 2 3
BERE 1 o2/B1-FAK 15 538 5 . AKT-mTOR {553
#%F1 CDK-Cyclin {55 38 4 28 B A9 38 4% 1) 4% 1 4L [
P, IR AE AR R IR VR O TR 4
W 2 2% 155 I Sl IR A 4 T %, T
MLz ECM W B AR 4k A2 i HCC 3 R ) 3 72
HORHE T OCHEMIER]
4.2 Hippo-YAP/TAZ HH¥XES B K

Hippo-YAP/TAZ {5 % i i 75 4t g AE 31 K g 31
RET 0I5 5 55 T 0l B ) 8 25 QA ff €
YAP/TAZ J&{5i F Hippo {5 5 f T Ui 19 % 56 2L
TR T TEIEH WAL 209, Hippo {5 5 i [ 38 1
PR3 YAP/TAZ (RIS DI Be I & 45 . 70
BRARATR SN B A AR b B L S R i s S
234 Hippo {5 %5 38 %, S 30 YAP/TAZ K ik /K-
(o, R LA AL RS 4 AR Ry ST A
T, YAP/TAZ A#JG 2 bH— R AR ik, it
AR S JHF A2 PR 40 B 55 22 0 JH 9 A O 448 i 1 0 P
AL PR BCHE W], YAP 5 TAZ i Rk
HCC BRI B A K LA WG 224056 Hosh ¥ se
5 Won, YAP [ ik sk YAP/TAZ {5538 % 1Y i
T BE A 155 s P g 4 2 B0 8 ek 41 o
YAP (A REASINH Mstl/Mst2 #5578 B HCC fY
PR VR IEH RFAE B AR DY BRI 4 4R

7~,YAP/TAZ 5 HCC Wik R UIME . Loh, A0
I 5% R0 P AT 3080 32 S5 M 114 7K 6 e ) s 4 ik A7
RigRIR &, 2 I SR 38 N RE S 3005 YAP/TAZ
{5530 %, (i 1 P98 AN B s LCSCs (38 8 55 F
i 24545 , i 0 H g 0 e 3138

4.3 Rho-ROCK XI5 SiE K%

Rho GTP fififE A 22 01, J& T Ras
Fiti . Rho il ( Rho-associated kinase, ROCK) &
Rho GTP fifj T IiF #4153 F. Rho-ROCK #HAF
5 RS VR A M N LB B R A LR
FRVACZRR LA T v ] 22 R A 4 2 45 0 0 i 0 4 40 L 1
WABH TR LA R AN S R R A AR A A A 2R A T
R AE HCC B KA & S FE T, Rho-ROCK
FH AR 5 30 B A0 7 3 B W AR AL B R W 15 5 5%
SR YERE HEME ], Dou 25 B ST kIR, R4
SIS BE B 3 i 2 38 5 RhoA ¥3% Akt {5 5 18
P55 p300 1Y W IR 1k B Fo A% B # i T RS B
a-SMA 19555, FEUHSC MBS , InE F i £r4E1ik,
Desai %5 "> 58 & B8R, 76 JFEF 4R A0 A ad B ey | 36 T3 K
J 5 2358 3 Rho/Rho AH 56 25 11 384 19 15 5 1
SO0 ) 41 BfL A% I T 4« (hepatocyte nuclear factor 4
alpha, HNF4a ) %% i, 3 17 400 6 1F 6 JFF 48 i 04 2
fit, WFFEU M, Rho-ROCK HH A5 538 X 7E HCC
(RS R P s BB A AT Wu 5
78 &P, ROCK1 1 ROCK2 7E A& HCC 4141 HCC
i i & ot ek, M I ROCKT Al ROCK2 [ 33k
REAZ i 98 A L 43 R AE G
4.4 HMERRIEHEXHNESEHESESER

B 3R JLA 5 5 38 % 4h , Wt/ B-catenin , Notch
G XGTEBFFEOA T HCC Ty 5 57%
SR, Xu SRR & B, FE NI A 4R 2 E
it NEAT1/Wnt/B-catenin {5538 # {2 3 i 4H 2 1)
HEGE AN EMT, 7EH AR s & 3, ECM NI
BE R HE N2 305 Wit/ B-catenin , 5| E2 IR ) & 42 &
JE ) Notch 15 5 i i 76 HCC H [A] £ B Bl 3%
W57 HBEIESZ S Hippo-YAP/TAZ {553l 1%  Wnt/
B-catenin {5 5 il Z MIAF7E L B, 5§ Z IR 7
HCC 555 S

MEL FEESRAT UL A HCC W) kA & R fE
Integrin-FAK #H 3¢ {55 538 [ | Hippo-YAP/TAZ #H 3¢
{55 %  Rho-ROCK HH G55 18 I %5 2 & M5
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B AT T HCC PR A4 s 5 R Y 045 5 4%
SRR, XS HCC KA L RAEH 5 55 T
I AT LI B R, DURH L Y 24 W %) R A
il , FET SR HCC BB AN, HETe AT
I BRI R R SRR AP S RS
I Hippo-YAP/TAZ 1Y, Integrin-FAK 2515 5 i
B IR BIBUAT AR BN ] HCC A= KRR

5 RESRE

1 2R R R SR AR A ECM 1 Ay S 43 il i
FEANM I ERY L5 4 K 5 A AR OC 1) A Ak A5 5
FIMES B2 525 A Y #47 h JE ad
B, W& & R R R ECM 38 m 3 2 2
ECM #4153 iR 52265 R, Wi %) ECM NI EE
FIECE | 4R AETE Integrin-FAK  Hippo-YAP/TAZ |
Rho-ROCK %52 55 15 55 2B 42 , H ECM W B X
— W A W B R T A I R S S o A
A5, A5 20 B X R 07 1 7 2 Al e 7, 3
JO I JEE F 348 o F i 4 B G G R | T 25 DL %
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P, VUSSR ZE H i A5 1) ] — A= B 8 BRR SR
(A2 2RO O M 3 22 S K 5 T AE I IR I, B X
JEFRE Ak | T g B0 5 4 20 35 I W1 8 348 o ) S
P, LB ECM B Ak, BH % 50 722 41 Af 122 e AN B 968 25 9
(14) 326 126 55 ) R 1 R A AR AP M R D vk . A, Bl
EXFHCC AA: Rk # v ECM AE 4k W) B A 1 1Y
P Ak B LT JH 9 A DG 48 A ™ A= 52w (4 VR AL T
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